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We lo v e  you  Jordan ,  Res t  i n  Pea c e .
We say thanks for Jordan's life. We are comforted by the knowledge that Jordan is

resting and at peace now, though we no longer see him. Jordan will forever live in our
thoughts and hearts.




Lord, you hold time within your hands, the fragility we call life. Please keep and carry all
those who are impacted by Jordan's passing, in particular, Peter, Nelly and Jack.

Hold them in their sadness and loss. Cover them with your great wings of love, give their
weary hearts rest and their minds sound peace. Lord, lift their eyes so that they may catch a

glimpse of hope.



We ask this in your name, Jesus.



Amen.



A message from Principal Marisa Matthys

Farewell to Peter McKenna
Congratulations to Peter McKenna who has secured a full time management position with Programmed. I thank Peter
for his wonderful maintenance work over the past three years at St Mary's and for his 12 years of support with the MaD
team and the Parish. We are fortunate that although Peter is leaving our staff he is still a parent and a parishioner and
we will still see him supporting the MaD team at St Mary’s. I wish Peter well and all the best in his new position.

School Hats
Just a reminder, school hats are to be worn during all outside activities, by all students and staff, as from 01/09.

School Fence
Finally the work to construct a fence along the oval and driveway has commenced. This fence will provide child safety
and enhanced security for all staff and students. I commend Helen Anderson (Previous Principal) and the MaD Team
who initiated this project several years ago. It is now finally coming to fruition. Thank you to all families in our St Mary’s
community, especially the Parents Association, for raising much needed funds over the years to support this project.

Work Permits
Thank you to all essential workers who continue to provide their updated work permits, following the State
Government's announcement regarding COVID restrictions for Melbourne. The school has had to review provisions of
on-site supervision for students. I am conscious that I am required to have as many staff as possible working from
home and limit commuting to work. In the COVID Safe Instructions the school is required to keep a register of all
students on-site aligning with Work Permits and justification for Vulnerable students. We ask that all authorised
workers send in updated Work Permits and ensure you provide your days and hours as outlined on the permits.

Class Friendship Groups
Early in Term 4, the students will be asked to choose five friends with whom they learn well. These friends are in no
particular order and our policy for class groupings guarantee that a minimum of one of these friends will be in their
class in 2022. At St Mary’s we utilise Class Solver, an online program that organises class placement ensuring that
several criteria are met. Classes require a balance of; gender, behavioural needs, academic needs, separated
siblings/relatives, variety of teaching style and class size. I ask you to discuss the friendship choices with your child
over the holidays, ensuring that you remind your child/ren emphasis is always about optimum growth in learning.

Footy Day
Thank you to Fergal and all staff for promoting footy day today. Whether remote or onsite, it was such fun witnessing
the students' enthusiasm and excitement. Every bit of joy is appreciated.

Thank you
Once again I thank everyone in our community for your support throughout this very difficult term. I pray that we will
be onsite together again soon. Thank you for your support and resilience and I look forward to working with you all in
Term 4. Have a restful break disconnected from technology.




OUR  VISION



St .  Mary 's  is  a  dynamic

Catholic  community  of

empowered  learners

engaging  justly  in  the

world .

Gratitude
Hello to everyone! It is wonderful to be back at St Mary’s supporting
this wonderful community. I feel so blessed and grateful that I was able
to actually enjoy my long service leave, knowing that many people have
not been so fortunate. Congratulations to Gabee Leone for the
professional, positive way she led the school in my absence. I also
sincerely thank Laurina Van Der EL for her ongoing support of Gabee
and the staff, as Acting Deputy. The entire Leadership Team was
phenomenal in their support of and dedication to the staff and
students, ensuring the high quality learning and teaching continued
throughout Term three. All staff deserve absolute praise for their
resilience and also their ability to adapt to remote learning. They
continue to provide engaging learning in what has been an incredibly
difficult term for everyone. I also extend my gratitude to you, our St
Mary’s parents, for your encouraging words and support during a very
difficult time. Our amazing students constantly demonstrate a
resilience and positivity that we can all aspire to. I thank them for the
positive influence that they have on our lives.

DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS,



Condolences and Thank You, the Deir Family
Peter, Nelly and Jack would like to thank every person in our community for your outpouring of love and
support for Jordan and the Deir family over the past 9 months. Our brave, selfless little boy was so
courageous right until the time that God wrapped him in His arms to be with Him and his Nanna.

We are so grateful for everything the St Mary's Community has done to support us and him. Thank you for
the money you have raised, for your kind wishes, for the flowers and for his friends who came to keep him
company even when he was too weak to play with. He was always surrounded by the love of his family and
his friends. We will never forget your love and support.

Condolences to the Caringola Family
We pray for the Caringola family on the passing of Mia’s bisnonna (great grandmother) Lina. We send our
love and support to Andrew, Libby, Dante and Mia. May Lina rest in peace.

Condolences to the Holly Family
Condolences to Peta, Nick, Elsa, Jack and Tom on the passing of Peta's father, Laurie Carter. Our prayers
and thoughts are with them at this sad time. May Laurie rest in peace.

God Bless,

Marisa Matthys

Principal

A message from Principal Marisa Matthys,  continued.
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Dear Families and Friends of St Mary’s school community,

Around lunchtime I was informed that our beautiful, happy student, Jordan Deir passed away last
night. Jordan, brother of Jack and son of Nelly and Peter in Grade 3S passed away peacefully during
the night.

We are saddened and devastated by Jordan’s death and wish to offer his family and friends our
sincere sympathy, support and prayers at this difficult time. I spoke to Peter, Jordan’s Dad, today
and offered our support. We respect their need for privacy.

We appreciate that many families and students in our school community will have known Jordan
well and that this is difficult news for you to receive, particularly during this period of lockdown and
remote learning.

During the afternoon, the staff were all informed about this sad news. Due to remote learning most
children are unaware of Jordan’s passing. May I request that at an appropriate time, and with your
child/ren’s wellbeing in mind, that you convey this sensitive news to them using language they will
understand.

You may see signs of sadness in your child over the next few days and weeks.  For some children a
death of someone they know may remind them of another loss in their lives.  For other children this
may be the first encounter with death.  Children grieve differently from adults.  It is important that
they have the opportunity to express their feelings and that you deal honestly and directly with your
children’s questions.  As a school community we encourage you to listen carefully to your son or
daughter.  Accepting and validating your child’s feelings around grief and loss is important.
Additional advice on supporting children during times of grief and loss accompanies this letter. The
attached information may be helpful at this time.

While I have been open about sharing this sad news with you, may I also request that you are
mindful of the family’s privacy at this time. Please monitor your child’s online, social media and
phone communication with other students. It’s also advisable to shield them from adult
conversations. Nelly and Peter have requested, and I also request that parents refrain from posting
comments on social media.

Our prayers continue to be with Jordan’s family and we ask that you keep them in your thoughts.

Yours sincerely,

Marisa Matthys

Principal

13th September 2021



St Mary’s Chaplain (Jude Caspersz): jcaspersz@smgreensborough.catholic.edu.au
Lifeline: 13 11 14 https://www.lifeline.org.au/

Kids Help Line: 1800 55 1800 http://www.kidshelp.com.au/
BeyondBlue: 1300 22 4636 http://www.beyondblue.org.au/

The Australian Centre for Grief and Bereavement:
https://www.grief.org.au/ACGB/Bereavement_Support/Counselling/ACGB/Bereavement_Support/C

ounselling_1/Counselling.aspx





INFORMATION
REGARDING
SCHOOL FEES
DUE DATE: 15TH OCTOBER 2021

Thank you to all families who have paid their 2021 School Fees! St
Mary's appreciates your prompt payment.



**Fees for 2021 are due by the 15th October 2021** 

Unless otherwise arranged with Rochelle or Marisa, all fees are due by the 15th of October.
Please keep in mind that if you have a payment plan set your final payment date will differ.
Your final 2021 statement will be sent in the first few weeks of Term 4. 

ATTENTION Year Six Parents
If your youngest child is in Year Six and is leaving St Mary's, or your Year Six has a younger
sibling continuing, it would be appreciated if all fees are settled by the 15th of October. All
outstanding fees will roll over to next year regardless of if you are finished at the school. If you
find you have a large amount owing please set up a direct debit form attached. For further
information regarding payment of fees please contact Rochelle.

Payment Plans
A small regular payment shows your commitment to paying your fees. All outstanding fees
will roll over to the next year so it is a great idea to set up a payment plan to chip away at it.
If you would like to set up a payment plan please download one of the forms from
https://www.smgreensborough.catholic.edu.au/school-fees/ and email to Rochelle at
accounts@smgreensborough.catholic.edu.au

Payment details for School Fees
If you wish to make a payment for your school fees this can be done via Bank deposit or Credit
Card.

School Bank Account details are:
St Marys School Account
BSB 083 347 Account 647033719

Please use your five digit account number found on your statement and surname as
reference.

If you wish to make a Credit Card payment please email your Name, Credit Card Number,
Expiry Date and amount you wish to pay to:
accounts@smgreensborough.catholic.edu.au

THANK YOU AND BEST WISHES
FINANCE OFFICE



Prep S
Ava-Lucia K
For always arriving prepared to learn at all
Google Meets and engaging with your peers
respectfully. It has been a pleasure to watch all
your hard work this term. I am so proud of you
Ava-Lucia. 

Ella R
For showing determination in reading and
writing to complete all tasks. I am so proud of
how hard you have worked this term. Keep up
the great learning. 

Prep D

Zachary E
For your high level of enthusiasm and
participation in Maths! You always strive
to do your best. Keep up the amazing
work Zachary!

Tori P
For always working hard on your learning tasks
and showing enthusiasm especially with your
animated and detailed voice responses and
reflections on Seesaw. Keep up the great work
Tori! 

Prep KB
Owen MK
For your cheerful morning greetings during our
class Google Meets. Well done for always remaining
so positive during remote learning. Keep up all your
hard work in your reading and recognition of heart
words. Super effort Owen!

Ethan P
For remaining so positive during remote
learning. The videos and task reflections you
share to explain your learning are wonderful
examples of your hard work and enthusiasm for
learning. Terrific work Ethan!

1MZ
Cohen S
For being a dedicated and self motivated learner.
You always put in your best effort and have written
some really amazing writing pieces! Well done 

Lexi S
For showing resilience during remote learning this
term. We are very proud of all of your efforts and your
determination towards your learning. We really enjoy
listening to you explain your learning on your videos.
Well done!

1V
Isabelle S
For the effort and dedication you have put into
your remote learning tasks. The videos you
create, sharing and explaining your thinking,
are fantastic! Thank you for your continued
enthusiasm.

Connor S
For always participating in our Google Meets
with enthusiasm. Thank you for always having a
go and contributing your wonderful ideas. Keep
up the great work!

1W

2P
Sophie V 
For going above and beyond with your SeeSaw
tasks during remote learning and showing
resilience throughout remote learning.

Lucas B
For the polite and kind attitude you show every
day on Google Meets and for working so hard on
your SeeSaw tasks. Well done Lucas.

2M
Gemma
For consistently working in a conscientious way
and completing neat and top quality pieces of
work during our remote learning. 
Well done to you Gemma! 

2S

3G

3S

3L

Beatrice N
For showing resilience when completing
challenging tasks. You always have a go and
work hard to complete all of your work. Well
done!

Aston P
For always participating in Google Meets with
enthusiasm. You are always willing to have a
go and share your thoughts. Great work!

William Si
For greeting each day with a smile and always being
keen to share your thoughts and participate
enthusiastically. You have demonstrated such a
positive and conscientious approach to your remote
learning. Well done to you! 

Liam D 
For actively participating in Google Meets with
enthusiasm. For putting your hand up and waiting
your turn, telling great jokes and bringing a sense of
fun and joy to our class Google Meets. Thanks Liam!
You’re a ray of sunshine. 

Charlotte J 
For your excellent information report on LeBron James,
submitted via SeeSaw. The report included neat
handwriting, coloured subtitles and well-researched,
interesting information. Great effort Charlotte, I was
impressed! 

Finn L
For demonstrating so much resilience learning onsite
throughout this remote learning period, and for
demonstrating responsibility and respect towards
your peers, teachers and St Mary’s community. You
are doing a wonderful job, Finn. Keep up the great
work!

Ivy K
For demonstrating resilience and
determination with all of your learning tasks
throughout remote learning. You are positive
and caring during all of our meets. Keep up
the amazing work, Ivy!

All Year Three S students for demonstrating determination,
courage and kindness throughout the term. 

Addison M
For showing resilience, respectfulness and
responsibility through all of remote learning.
You always put your full effort into everything
and show a growth mindset in all Meets!

Isla T
For putting your best effort into your learning
whilst at home. Your positive attitude shines
through in all our Meets. Well done Isla!

Student of the WeekStudent of the Week

4HW
Jessica L
For your excellent narrative ‘The White Woods’.
Jessica, you executed your ideas brilliantly. Your
narrative was creative, well planned and easy to
follow. Well done Jessica!

Remy D
For your diligence and dedication to completing
all activities to an excellent standard and in a
timely manner. You have made fantastic
progress in all areas of learning this term and
you should be so proud!



4L

4M

5G

5V

5W

6O

Archie F
For your vision and foresight to offer the suggestion of having
a fun, engaging, enjoyable YES day as part of our Remote
Learning experience. Without your input, this day would not
have gone ahead. The fruits of the day were there to be seen
by all who participated. Thank you Archie for your wonderful
student contribution to our learning. 

Talia D
For your fabulous, amazing, bright and colourful sun
creation as part of our school R U OK? Day learning. The
detail and effort that you put into this art piece is
fantastic. The statements summarise exactly what you
are grateful, proud and thankful for Talia. Well done.

6B
Ella C
For always displaying a positive attitude to your
learning during remote learning. You have
shown hard work and resilience while still
smiling each day. Keep up the great work!

Sam S
For showing determination during remote
learning. You have faced each challenge with
determination to keep going. Keep up the
positive mind set. 

6C
Eleanor F
For always being positive and supportive in the
Google Meets. You are a hardworker and show
resilience in all tasks. A big congratulations for
being voted into Council and organising the
YES DAY for the Year Level! Keep it Up Eleanor!

Bailey O
For always trying your best and showing
resilience in all tasks. Bailey you are always
working hard to complete your work and your
determination to keep positive is an excellent
quality. Great job Saint Baz!

Sophia B 
For your excellent work ethic in ensuring you
complete all tasks to a high standard. You
have also been able to affect your learning and
show great improvement. Awesome work
Sophia! 

Aleksandar B
For your excellent work on your Narrative ‘The
Big Bad Wolf’. You executed and followed the
plan and showed your ability to take on
feedback by adding some interesting
vocabulary words. Well done Aleksandar! 

Alexander 
For excellent work in Italian
throughout the term.

Penny
For excellent work in Italian
throughout the term.

Mia H
For remaining positive throughout this remote
learning period, always putting in 100% effort
into all your work. You should be very proud of
yourself!

Ruth J
For demonstrating our term value,
‘determination’, by always completing your work
to the best of your ability. You approach all tasks
with a growth mindset and a willingness to learn.
Well done!

Eva K
For giving your best effort to all learning tasks
and always joining our Google Meets with a
smile. I love the creative videos of your work
you have shared on Seesaw! Keep up the
fantastic work, Eva!

Will H
For making a fantastic effort to join our Google
Meets and having a go with all his online tasks.
Keep up the great effort Will!

Annabelle J
Well done Annabelle for being a great participant
during our online meets. You always show a
positive attitude and commitment to your work
tasks. Keep up the great work.

Ethan D
For showing determination and resilience
during Remote Learning and consistently
attending all meets and uploading your
work. Keep up your great work ethic.

Art

Student of the WeekStudent of the Week

Sport

Music & Drama

Science & Digi Tech

Italian

Chloe PD - For being an enthusiastic artist. Thank you for
completing all Art projects and sending a photo showing
your big smile and marvellous creations. Great Work Chloe!
Yvette 1V - For being an enthusiastic artist. Thank you for
completing all Art projects and sending a photo. Your big
smile and marvellous creations have brightened my days.
Great Work Yvette!

Alexis 3S
For being an enthusiastic artist and completing all
art projects during Remote learning. It has been
delightful to receive your photos on seesaw
showing your big smile and marvellous creations.
Great Work Alexis!

Charlie W 4L and David H Prep S
For always submitting your weekly tasks
through Seesaw and completing those tasks
with such enthusiasm and well thought out
responses. Good on you, Charlie and David!

Ella M 1W
For always submitting your weekly tasks
through Seesaw and completing those tasks
with such enthusiasm and well thought out
responses. Good on you, Ella!

Annie and William A, Year 1
For being keen and enthusiastic singers in the
Junior Choir.

Shania A, 6O - For being an awesome timekeeper,
a dedicated musician and for making sure we join
our band rehearsals on time.

Aiden L, 5W - For being thoughtful. caring and
sharing towards class members and teachers.

Eva Z 6B
For willingly sharing your knowledge and
ideas during our Science and Digital
technology Google Meets and extending your
learning beyond the classroom. Keep
stretching your thinking Eva!

Lennox A Prep D
For the amazing song you wrote and
performed to reflect on your boat
investigation. Keep up the great work
Lennox!! 

Lucy, 2P
Always so focused and attentive

in Italian workshops.



WellbeingWellbeing
Family Life

Sessions























Floating above the
Eiffle Tower
Netanya 6O

Flower inspired by
Romero Britto

Tyler 2P 
Freefall from Space  

Grace Laf 3L 

Flying over the
Colosseum

Talia 6C

Echidna on the move
Tori PD

Keith Haring
Inspiration

Archer P. 5G

Koala in a Gum
Tree Audrey B 1W

Behind the Mask
Lucas R, 4L

Romero Britto Inspiration
Sophia 4L



Winter sport awards- Schools who finished 1st or 2nd on
the ladder will receive a Premiership or runners up flag/

pennant. 
Schools who finished equal first on points will both

receive a premiership pennant. 



Soccer- equal 1st St Marys & Bundoora 
Netball A- equal 1 st St Marys & Greensborough 

Softball Girls- equal 1 st St Marys & Greensborough 
AFL- 1 st Watsonia North 2 nd Watsonia Heights
Netball B- Watsonia Heights 1 st Bundoora 2 nd



Congratulations to all our Year 6 students who

participated in Interschool Sports and well done on those
who were awarded a pennant.

Year 6 Winter InterschoolYear 6 Winter InterschoolYear 6 Winter Interschool
Sports Results!Sports Results!Sports Results!



SPORTSPORT
UPDATEUPDATE

Dear Parents and Caregivers,




On behalf of our school, I attended a Watsonia and District School

Sports Association Meeting on Monday September 13th. The

purpose of this meeting was to identify if it would be possible to

have a roadmap of District Sporting events, for students in Years

3-6, for the remainder of 2021. Unfortunately, as you can gather,

due to the current ongoing Covid response and lockdown in

Metropolitan Melbourne, all district, division, region and state

school sporting events have had to be cancelled. This is

disappointing for all of us, but the timeline of the number of events

to be held is not workable with only a Term of school left in 2021. 




We will endeavour, as a school here at St. Mary's, to have our

House Sports event when we return onsite at school as well as our

weekly PE classes to ensure that our students reconnect with one

another and get active!! We can then look forward to all sporting

events occuring in 2022.




Any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me

foreilly@smgreensborough.catholic.edu.au




Kind regards,




Fergal O'Reilly






2 MILLION
DRIBBLES!

10K Crazy Handle Club
David H, PS: Contributed 13,923 basketball bounces
Aston P, 1W: Contributed 10,750 basketball bounces
Joshua F, 2P: Contributed 11,000 basketball bounces

Lachlan H, 2P: Contributed 11,000 basketball bounces





20K Crazy Handle Club
Cooper A, 3L: Contributed 21,000 basketball bounces






50K Crazy Handle Club
Taya HD, 6B: Contributed 60,000 basketball bounces






Illustrious 100K Crazy Handle Club
Olivia P, 4HW: Contributed 100,567 basketball bounces
Parker F, 5V: Contributed 100,000 basketball bounces

Elouise D, 5G: Contributed 100,000 basketball bounces
Jack E, 5V: Contributed 100,000 basketball bounces






Illustrious 125K Crazy Handle Club 
Ethan D, 5W: Contributed 138,700 basketball bounces. This was the

highest individual total score overall! Well done Ethan!!



The Following Students had the most bounces (dribbles) in 7 days!



National eSmart WeekNational eSmart Week
- It's a Wrap!- It's a Wrap!





Save theSave the

date!date!

Festa dellaFesta della

RepubliccaRepublicca
Friday, October 22NDFriday, October 22ND





For further information please go to the link below:



https://www.banyule.vic.gov.au/Events-activities/Whats-on?
dlv_BCC%20CL%20Public%20Events%20Listing%20Full%20Width%20Grid=

(keyword=holidaysprogram)(dd_OC%20Composite%20Date=13%20Sep%202021)

Banyule City CouncilBanyule City Council
School Holidays ProgramSchool Holidays Program





Archer, Koby and Mum, Bree inArcher, Koby and Mum, Bree in
the Herald Sun on Sunday!the Herald Sun on Sunday!


